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By Kyndal Hampton

As tough as 2016 has 
been for most students, 
at least Raiders fans on 

campus have had something to 
smile about this year. A 6-game 
winning streak brought Oak-
land’s legendary football team 
briefly up to first place in the 
AFC West Division, making a 
Super Bowl run seem very pos-
sible (although they did lose the 
next game to rival Kansas City.) 

The last time the Oakland 
Raiders won a Super Bowl was 
32 years ago, in 1984. In the re-
cent past, the Raiders have had 
records such as 3-13 and 4-12, 
causing loyal Oakland fans to 
endure negative insults regard-
ing their beloved team, putting 
them in the category as “weak.”

When asked if he was sur-
prised by how well the Raiders 
are doing this year, die-hard 
Raider fan Samuel Anderson 
stated, “I’ve waited a long time 

Survey: 
Depression, 
Unsafe Sex 
Common 
at Skyline 
By Axel Ramirez

New data from the Health 
Center has revealed that 
Skyline students may not 

be alone if they are feeling down, 
depressed, or sexually at risk. Last 
year, all math classes (1,201 Sky-
line students) took a Risk Assess-
ment Survey asking questions 
relating to alcohol, drugs, peer 
pressure, family relations, and de-
pression. Data showed that a wide 
range of serious issues are affect-
ing our student body. 

The results were staggering. 
When students were asked if they 
have felt sad, down, or had noth-
ing to look forward to in the past 
month, approximately 40% of re-
spondents answered “yes”. To put 
that in perspective, that means al-
most 1 of every 2 students on this 
campus reported feelings of de-
pression. This is nothing to be tak-
en lightly. 

for this. Every year, I always say, 
‘We’re gonna be good this year!’ Fi-
nally, I’m right. I’m not surprised 
because I could tell by our draft 
that we were gonna compete this 
year. We got Derek Carr.”  

Many loyal 49ers supporters at 
Skyline were frustrated to admit 
that the Raiders are exceeding all 
expectations. Coach Salazar stat-
ed, “It sucks to see the Raiders on 
top. They’re our rivals. I have to say 
I’m surprised that they made it in 
the elite class of the best teams in 

the NFL.” 
Ms. Cortes echoed, “I don’t 

care for the Raiders, and I nev-
er will. But I have to admit, I’m 
quite surprised by their success. 
I’m upset about my Niners, but 
I’ll always stay allegient as a 
fan.” 

The Oakland Raiders have 
been at the bottom of the bar-
rel for too many years. This year, 
they are showing why #raider-
nation is the best nation in the 
league! 

Raiders: Super Bowl Bound
Diehard fans 
happy to see 
team back on top 
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By Rosa Floriano and Cathya Mendoza 

On Wednesday November 
9th, the day after the re-
sults of the 2016 Presi-

dential Elections were announced, 
over 250 Skyline students walked 
out of class, many with tears in 
their eyes, bombarding the halls, 
marching, and voicing their dis-
content. Students said they were 
devastated, furious, and terrified 
for the future of their lives in Amer-
ica, which allowed them to unite 
and show that they would not sup-
port Mr. Trump’s presidency. 

For months on end, all Skyline 
students heard about in history 
classes, on the news, and in heat-
ed debates with friends and family 
was ‘Hillary versus Trump’. Final-
ly, November 8th came and went, 
leaving the American people with 
Donald Trump as President-Elect. 
The catch was, Trump did win the 
electoral college, but failed to win 
the popular vote; Clinton had over 
2 million more popular votes than 
Trump did.

This was the last thing that 
many students, coming from the 
same minority populations that 
Trump had verbally abused, want-
ed to hear, and the Skyline student 

body did not take the news lightly.
It all started when the Black 

Student Union held a meeting at 
lunch, and invited students from all 
backgrounds to come express their 
emotions regarding the election 
without judgement. Students led 
a community circle to both grieve 
and mobilize. There were over 70 
students packed into Room 17, all 
sharing similar feelings about the 
election results, and what it would 
mean for the students’ futures.

An anonymous sophomore stat-
ed, “I am fearful. I’m fearful for all 
people of color, the LGBT commu-
nity, Muslims, everyone. The scari-
est part is that I fit into these cat-
egories. I’m scared for my family 
and friends. This whole country is 
a joke. It is built off white privilege 
and ignorance.”

Other students tried to stay 
positive. Senior Chloe Harris stat-
ed, “Yes, this situation is bad… 
but at the end of the day, it’s just 

Trump Protests Rock Skyline
BSU leads 
campus rally

a roadblock. Like everything else 
in life. We, people of color, have 
gotten through everything thrown 
our way and came out stronger. 
We will with this, too. People are 
surprised, but racism never died. 
America wasn’t built for us.”

Henry Rainey agreed, adding, 
“We have to remember that this 
is not the first president who has 
tried to oppress us. We are going 

Over 250 protesting stu-
dents march on campus 
(above), before listening to 
speeches at the field (left). 

By Sabrina Ramos

Rumors of block schedule for 
the upcoming 2017-2018 
school year have flooded 

Skyline’s campus, and have stirred 
controversy amongst students and 
staff with opposing viewpoints. 

Instead of having the tradition-
al 7-period-day, a block schedule 
could work out two ways. One ver-
sion of block scheduling suggests 
students would go to their 7 class-
es every other day, for about 90 
minutes each. The other version 
of block schedule would mean stu-
dents would take just 4 classes per 
semester, with each class being ap-
proximately 90 minutes long, and 
would change teachers and classes 
at the semester mark for a new set 
of 4 courses.

Skyline’s administration and 
staff have found themselves in a 
quandary when it comes to this 
new proposition. Although it may 
not seem like a big deal to some 
students, shifting to a block sched-
ule would most definitely change 

TO CONTINUE, SEE BLOCK, ON PAGE 3

TO CONTINUE, SEE SURVEY, ON PAGE 2

Topanga Vidana works 
over 25 hours a week at 
Boston Market.

TO CONTINUE, SEE JOBS, ON PAGE 4

Students 
With Jobs: 
How Do 
They Do It? 
By Kalolaine Outafi

Imagine yourself after a 
long day at school. You 
woke up as early as 6:00 

a.m, and were working hard 
until 3:05 p.m. At that point, 
most students just want to go 
home, relax, and start their 
homework. But now, imagine 

Block 
Schedule 
Rumors 
Stir 
Debate
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According to the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health, depression 
is a common mental disorder that 
affects how people think, act, and 
feel on a regular basis. Symptoms 
include constant sadness, irrita-
bility, guilt, difficulty concentrat-
ing, trouble sleeping, or an “emp-
ty” feeling. In more serious cases, 
thoughts of death and suicide oc-
cur. 

English Teacher Nathan Em-
bretson had an insightful take on 
the issue. “That’s an alarming rate 
of students [with depression at 
Skyline], but unfortunately, it’s not 
super surprising. My immediate re-
action is to look at all the pressures 
young people are going through 
these days,” he said. 

“A lot of the isolation happens 
as a result of social media. When 
people are around phones a lot, 
they are isolating themselves from 
real interactions with their peers.” 

Mr. Embretson also addressed 
deeper issues that youth face to-
day. 

“I also see this as a symptom of 
a lot of the structural inequalities 
we have in our society today. You 
know, police brutality, sexism, ha-
rassment. Young people are espe-
cially sensitive to these issues. It’s 
something I try to address in my 
class.”

Sexual health and safety is an-
other difficulty students are hav-
ing, according to the survey. When 
asked if students always use a con-
dom or other birth control to pre-
vent STD’s and pregnancy when 
having sex, a shocking 71.3% of 
students reported that they do not 
protect themselves. Such findings 
may explain why teenage pregnan-
cy and STD’s are so common in our 
generation. 

“I’m honestly not surprised,” 
said senior KeWon Morrison when 
told the statistics. “Unfortunately, 
a lot of young ladies are pressured 
by guys to not use protection. It’s 

SURVEY: Many Hardships
CONTINUED FROM SURVEY, ON PAGE 1

By Cameryn Mabry 

McDonald’s, notorious for 
high school “link ups” at 
Fruitvale and Mac, has 

shut down forever. The location 
closed last school year on June 7th, 
right before summer break. Many 
speculate that its contract was ter-
minated due to the excessive vi-
olence that occurred there, the 
presence of rodents, overall poor 
conditions, 1-star YELP rating, and 
the lack of a drive-thru.

However, the closing of this Mc-
Donald’s location has caused sad-
ness amongst Skyline students, 
since it was widely described as 
“the hangout spot” for high school-
ers all over Oakland. Skyline soph-
omore Kimarii McLemore shared, 
“Fruitvale and Mac hasn’t been the 
same since.” 

Skyline junior Isaiah Bey 
echoed, “No doubt McDonald’s 
will be missed. It was perfect for 
an after school snack, especially 
for athletes leaving practice.” The 
home of the Big Mac had a tre-
mendous effect on the space it oc-

cupied, bringing students togeth-
er by allowing kids from different 
schools to meet each other and cre-
ate memories together. 

However, the fast food restau-
rant also left a negative impact on 
the Dimond District. According to 
Dymon Turner, “There were more 
fights and smoke sessions in the 
parking lot than there was actual 
parking.” A large number of high 
school fights took place in front of, 
inside of, or behind that McDon-
ald’s. Each time, the police had to 

Gentrification Sinks Titan Hotspot
Despite poor 
reviews, Titans 
found ‘link ups’ 
at Fruitvale & 
Mac McDonald’s

get involved and force people to 
flee the scene.

 Skyline senior Taesha Britton 
expressed, “I’m actually glad that 
McDonald’s is closed. It was caus-
ing a lot of unnecessary conflict 
and it became a safety hazard to 
residents around the area.” 

Many worried community 
members and parents agreed. 
“[McDonald’s closing is] great 
news! Less garbage on the streets 
and less troublemakers loitering in 
the area. Hopefully Little Caesar’s 

is next,” said an anonymous adult 
on a Google Group about the topic.

The prime location property is 
set to be replaced with The Habit 
Burger. According to Jennifer Joey 
Smith, Realtor, Property Manager, 
and Co-Chair of the Dimond Im-
provement Association, “If you like 
the idea of a Habit Burger in this 
space, you can make it more likely 
to happen by suggesting this space 
as a new location.” 

However, many community 
members see this situation as a 
tragic example of Oakland’s gentri-
fication, driving out local commu-
nity treasures and bringing in new 
corporate businesses that will at-
tract a higher-income population.

“We don’t need another fan-
cy or trendy type of place,” said 
a woman who wished to remain 
anonymous. “We have lots of low-
income families and senior citizens 
who depend on places like McDon-
ald’s. I know they employ low-in-
come workers and folks from the 
disabled community. As a mother, 
I think that if they are closing it 
down, they should at least turn the 
space into a place for our youth to 
contribute to the community. Kids 
who always hang out at that inter-
section need something positive to 
do.”

For now, students will have to 
find a new place to spend their 
free time after school. According to 
many students, the new “link up” 
is set to be the McDonald’s at East-
mont. 

bad because we’re really young 
right now. Getting STD’s, having 
kids right now...you can barely 
support yourself, let alone having 
a child.” 

With these results, we can con-
clude that a large number of our 
students may not only be suffering 
from some form of depression, but 
are also at a high risk of contract-
ing a STD or becoming pregnant. 
With these statistics in mind, stu-
dents may want to look out for any 
signs of potential depression or un-
safe sex amongst their friends, and 
help stop the problems before they 
go any deeper. 

There could be many causes 
for these unhealthy behaviors 
amongst Skyline Titans, including 
stress, overwork, lack of rest, and 
exhaustion. 

One way to keep these issues 
from growing is making sure you 
give yourself enough time to rest 

The 
Titan
Times     

The once ‘lit’ McDonald’s location is now deserted, boarded 
up, and covered with graffiti.

“I think working 
out and sleeping 
right really does 
help you keep a 

balanced schedule 
and a balanced life. 

I didn’t always do 
that, but I am this 

year, and I can tell it’s 
making a difference 
because my grades 

have already improved. 
It feels way better.” 

 — Valerie Ramirez, junior

at night. At least 7 hours a night is 
recommended by most doctors for 
teenagers. Exercise has also been 
proven to help.

“I try to get at least 7 hours of 
sleep at night, and work out at 
least 2 hours per day,” says junior 

Valerie Ramirez. “I think working 
out and sleeping right really does 
help you keep a balanced schedule 
and a balanced life.

“I didn’t always do that, but I 
am this year, and I can tell it’s mak-
ing a difference because my grades 

Youth today face many challenges, and must take care of 
themselves if they are to avoid depression, STDs, or other 
emotional and physical problems. (Student model.)
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Skyline. 
Students opposed to the ru-

mored schedule argue that be-
ing stuck in a class for over an 
hour would be punitive. 

Junior Branden Oshiro 
claimed, “I can barely sit in a 
class for 51 minutes, let alone 
90!” Students’ main concern is 
being stuck in a classroom that 
is not “lit” for hours on end.

Less classes per day also 
means less passing periods per 
day. Besides lunch, passing pe-
riod is the only time where all 
students have the opportunity 
to freely interact with one an-
other. 

With Skyline’s current 
schedule of so few breaks al-
ready, dozens of bored students 
take the bathroom pass to es-
cape class and explore cam-
pus. If Skyline were to adopt 
the block schedule, with even 
fewer breaks or passing period 
times, the amount of students 
roaming around campus could 
skyrocket.

Students are not alone in 
their concerns with the possi-
ble schedule shift. Established 
teachers have expressed annoy-
ance with having to completely 
restructure their lesson plans 
and curriculums to fit the new 
longer period. 

Teachers have expressed the 
fear of not being able to accom-
modate students with ADHD or 
other special learning needs for 
such a long class period.

One anonymous teacher 
even added, “How are we go-
ing to ensure that the extended 
time we are given for instruc-
tion would be used effective-
ly by all teachers? How do we 
know all teachers have the abil-
ity to use that time properly?”

With the general high rate of 
truancy and absences amongst 
students and teachers alike at 
this school, Algebra II teacher 
Ms. Van Dyne brought up an-

other potential issue. 
“If a student misses a class and 

they only have it two or three times 
a week, it could be pretty harmful. 
There would be a lot more work to 
make up.” 

The same can be said about 
teachers who frequently miss 
school, and would have to rely on 
inexperienced substitutes to man-
age and handle their classrooms 
for almost double the time period.

Other teachers The Titan Times 
interviewed, many who chose to 
remain anonymous, expressed 
that subjects such as mathematics 
and foreign languages require dai-
ly practice to build skill and ensure 
that students don’t forget the ma-
terial. 

However, some teachers ex-
pressed positive sentiments re-
garding block schedule. Physiol-
ogy teacher Rebecca Huang noted 

BLOCK: Later Start Time Possible  
CONTINUED FROM BLOCK, ON PAGE 1

to make it through this. It’s four 
years, and we are going to push 
through. This is our time.”

The students finally decid-
ed that, like many other OUSD 
schools had done that day, they 
would demonstrate their feelings 
through a march. 

The march started 5th period, 
as the BSU led students around 
the campus chanting “No Justice, 
No Peace” and gathering more stu-
dents along the way. The march 
quickly became massive, and mo-
bilized first at the freshman tree, 
where BSU Presidents took lead 
and spoke about unity and strength 
in numbers. 

About 10 minutes into 5th Peri-
od, students were asked by admin-
istration to end the protest or take 
it off campus. Eventually, however, 
they urged the crowds toward the 
football field, for safety, and sup-
plied megaphone equipment. Once 
at the field, the BSU Presidents 
again took the lead with chants, 
short speeches, and words of en-
couragement. 

BSU leaders said they were ini-
tially fearful that they would get 
punished for leading this protest, 
especially since some unassociated 
students took advantage of the sit-
uation just to be truant. However, 
they said they were happy to later 

PROTESTS: Election Frustration
CONTINUED FROM PROTESTS, ON PAGE 1

realize that many teachers, staff, 
and even administration actually 
heavily supported their movement. 
Kyndal Hampton said she felt sur-
prised and comforted as she re-
ceived many emails of support and 
encouragement from teachers and 
staff. 

However, not everyone was dis-
appointed with the results of the 
elections. AP US History teacher 
Mr. Johnson told The Titan Times 
that he actually voted for the Re-
publican candidate. When asked 
what influenced him to vote this 
way he stated, “I didn’t vote for 
Trump. I voted for change. I didn’t 
want the Democratic Party to con-
tinue in the way it was going.” 
Mr. Johnson said that he knows 

that Trump is flawed. But, he also 
knows that Trump has addressed 
those without jobs, and believes 
that he will help the economy. 
Mr. Johnson interpreted the im-
migration situation by stating that 
Trump isn’t talking about deport-
ing families who have done noth-
ing wrong. He stated, “If we seal 
the border, we can deal with the 
good immigrants here.” Johnson 
hopes that the result of this elec-
tion will be better paid jobs.

Clearly, there have been both 
positive and negative reactions at 
Skyline to Trump’s election. How-
ever, the fact remains that many 
students at this school are still fear-
ful for their futures in this country

Since Trump’s election, there 
has been a rise of documented cas-
es of violent hate crimes toward mi-
norities. Many believe this shows 
that some people now think it is 
okay to degrade minorities, since 
Trump did so on his campaign. 

To help the student body con-
tinue to heal, Leadership junior 
Kevion Parker is hoping to team up 
with the BSU, La Raza Unida, and 
the Poly Club to bring the campus 
together, and continue this dia-
logue and safe space. 

He is currently planning a “Uni-
ty Day” and “Challenge Week” so 
that students can use their voic-
es and their power to unite rather 
than divide. 

“I didn’t vote for 
Trump. I voted for 

change. I didn’t want 
the Democratic Party 

to continue in the 
way it was going.”  

 — Mr. Johnson, who voted for 
Trump

A student march led by the Black Student Union protesting 
the election of Donald Trump quickly grew massive. 

that with increased instruction 
time, science teachers would be 
able to do more in-depth labs 
and interactive activities. 

Ms. Van Dyne, who saw 
both sides of the situation, also 
stated, “This being my first year 
teaching, I can see how short 
a 51-minute period is. A block 
schedule would allow for more 
collaboration.” 

Another advantage of Sky-
line transitioning to a block 
schedule would be the solved 
management of flex schedule 
for administration and security 
guards. 

Flex schedule allows up-
perclassmen who are on track 
to graduate to have one or two 
free periods. 

However, because most stu-
dents’ only way to school is the 
bus, or they have after-school 
extracurriculars, the majority 
of flex students spend their free 
periods in the library, or roam-
ing around campus aimlessly.

A block schedule would en-
able upperclassmen who qual-
ify for flex to just take entire 
days off from school. The free-
dom of not having to come to 
school at all some days leaves 
valuable time for part-time jobs 
or internships. 

With all this talk of a block 
schedule for next school year, 
rumor has it that if Skyline were 
to convert to a block schedule, 
the school may also potentially 
start at a later time of day, in-
stead of at 8:05 a.m. 

Students complain every 
day about how early school 
starts, so if this is true, a good 
number of students would be 
excited for the added bonus.

A few students at Skyline 
had nothing but positive things 
to say about the proposed block 
schedule. 

Junior Renelle Malone 
claimed, “It’s actually been 
proven. The highest perform-
ing schools in the country have 
block schedules.”

 

“It’s actually been 
proven. The highest 
performing schools 
in the country have 

block schedules.”
 — Renelle Malone 

A block schedule 
would enable 

upperclassmen 
who qualify for 
flex to just take 

entire days off from 
school [leaving] 

valuable time for 
jobs or internships. 

Debate Team Dominates, 
Earns Trip to Chicago

Since it’s founding in 2008, 
the debate program at Sky-
line has built a tradition of 

developing top-notch debaters 
that can compete on par with the 
best in the Bay Area and beyond — 
and this year is no different. 

In the last month alone, the 
team has scored big with wins at 
tournaments in Utah, Santa Clara, 
and at San Francisco State Univer-
sity — with the last one earning 
the top Varsity squad an all-ex-
penses-paid trip to compete in Chi-
cago at the National Urban Debate 
League Championship in April.

The team of Christine Har-

ris/Malachi Ambrose recently re-
turned from the Alta Silver & Black 
Invitational in Utah, where they 
competed against some of the top 
private schools in the Western 
states and went undefeated for the 
second straight invitational tour-
nament.

Previously, at Santa Clara Uni-
versity, the final policy debate 
round was an all-Skyline affair, 
with the Ambrose/Harris winning 
in a “walkover” against teammates 
Melaak Feleke and Rachel Chau.

So far this year, over 75 Skyline 
students have competed at six dif-
ferent tournaments.

Skyline debaters Malachi Ambrose (left) and Christine 
Harris (front, with Top Speaker trophy), celebrate victory at 
Santa Clara University at the Dempsey-Cronin Invitational. 
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JOBS: Students Juggle Job, School 
adding a job into that equation, 
and realizing that you have to get 
to that job on time, straight after 
school. You may not get home until 
11:00 p.m. This is the reality that 
many students here at Skyline face. 

Skyline students are working 
jobs after school to make money 
to provide for their own and their 
family’s needs. Balancing work and 
school at once can be tough, espe-
cially with a challenging load of 
classes, but it can also be a great 
opportunity to learn how to be re-
sponsible, come on time, do what 
is asked of you, follow rules, and 
get organized and prepared for 
your future. Jobs are also a good 
reminder that at one point in life, 
our parents will not be there to 
support us 24/7. 

We talked to some students to 
see how having a daily job impacts 
their student life. Some say that 
working does not get in the way of 
their school life, but others admit 
that it does. However, after asking 
three working students about their 
thoughts on balancing work and 
school, I got more pros than cons.

 

Topanga 
Vidana, 
Senior

Why did you get a job? 
To support myself. To be able 

to independently buy things that 
I want, instead of having my mom 
buy me things.”

Where do you work? 
Boston Market.
What are your working hours? 
I work 4 hours a day on week-

days, and I work 6-8 hours on the 
weekends.

How has this job impacted your 
academics? 

When I close on Sundays, I only 
have an hour to do homework. I 
would stay up later, but it would 
take away my sleep time. I care 
about my education, so I still have 
to wake up at 6 a.m. and take bus 
to school.

How has this job changed you as 
a person? 

Why did you get a job? 
I realized that I had to start pro-

viding for myself. It was unfair to 
keep relying on my parents all the 
time to provide for all my needs. 

Where do you work? 
Safeway.
What are your working hours?
On weekdays I work 4 hours ev-

ery day, and on weekends I work 
for 8 hours a day.

How has this job impacted your 
academics? 

Thankfully, working has not af-
fected my academics yet because 
I try really hard to find time after 
getting home from my job to do all 

my unfinished school 
work. I try to do as much 
as I can in class, so that I 

Keiana Barber, Junior

CONTINUED FROM JOBS, ON PAGE 1

Nicole Alba, 
Senior

Why did you get a job? 
I had to, for my family. Some-

times we would come up short on 
rent, and I would always see my 
parents stressed out financially to 
provide for me and my brothers. I 
felt that it was my responsibility to 
pitch in, and now that I work, I am 
actually paying for my own portion 
of the rent and my food to help out 
my parents.

Where do you work? 
Wingstop.
What are your working hours?
I try to make at least 30 hours 

a week because I get paid mini-
mum wage. Over the summer, I 
was working double shifts, up to 
50 hours.

How has this job impacted your 
academics? 

It honestly hasn’t been easy. 
When I first started working, I re-
alized I started falling behind with 
homework. I would get home so 
late after closing that I would acci-
dentally sleep in because I was so 
tired, and then miss half the day of 
school. 

It is hard to balance both, but I 
can’t quit. 

How has this job changed you as 
a person? 

My job has made me more hum-
ble and wise. Sometimes I want to 
go out with my friends, but I know 
that work has to come first. It also 

Why did you get a job? 
I wanted money to support my 

needs, and more importantly, my 
family’s needs.

Where do you work?
Ikea.
What are your working hours? 
I work Wednesdays, Fridays, 

How has this job impacted your 
academics? 

I used to be lazy. But now, this 
job has helped me pick myself up, 
and come out of my shell. I have 
started to interact with a new cir-
cle of working people.

How has this job changed you as 
a person?

This job has helped me stay or-
ganized and responsible. It’s ac-
tually showed me a lot for my fu-
ture.

James Abioye, Senior

showed me that money doesn’t 
necessarily make someone happy. 
As of right now, I do plan on being 

a full time student with a part time 
job for the rest of my high school 
career.

I hold a lot of responsibility and 
roles. I’m the youngest one there, 
but I feel like I can do just as much, 
or more, than anyone else. I’ve 
been there for less time than every-
one else, and I feel like I can do ev-
erything.

 

don’t have to do it later.
How has this job changed you as 

a person? 
This job has changed me both 

mentally and physically. Physi-
cally, I am stronger, I have more 
stamina to be on my feet all the 
time, and I am more organized and 
neat. Mentally, I complain less. I 
know what hard work is. I also feel 
more responsible and proud, be-
cause I have proven to myself that 
I am able to balance my job on one 
hand, and my education on the 
other.

Saturdays, and Sun-
days. On Wednesdays 
I work 5 hours, and on 
the weekends, I work 8 
hours.
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Ms. Elias: From Struggles to Success 
Spanish teacher 
overcame 
challenges after 
immigrating

By Sean Saechao

Hola! If you take Spanish 
at Skyline, then you prob-
ably have heard of Ms. 

Elias. However, you may not know 
that this is her 20th year teach-
ing at Skyline, making her one of 
the longest serving veteran teach-
ers at this school. She has come a 
long way, and now lives in Oakland 
with her husband and her three 
daughters — but things were not 
easy getting to where she is now.

Ms. Elias was born and raised in 
Mexico. Her father, who immigrat-
ed to the U.S. to provide a better life 
for his family, sent money back for 
her to attend elementary through 
middle school in Mexico. Unfortu-
nately, this meant that her mother 
was forced to raise her alone. She, 
however, still managed to excel in 
school. According to Elias, “I won a 
scholarship in Mexicali. In middle 
school, I was the #1 student and 
was a leader. I planned the school 
dance and our graduation; I con-
tacted the place and the musician. 
I was really involved.”

She immigrated to the U.S. her-
self when she was just 15 years 
old. It was a culture shock. “Once 
I came to the US, I found it very 
difficult to adapt because I had to 
live in an apartment. In Mexico 
we had our own house.” She was 
also surprised by how neighbors 
treated each other in America. She 
says that back in Mexico, everyone 
in the community supported each 
other, but in America, neighbors 
barely even say hello.

Elias jumped straight into high 
school as soon as she came to 
America. Learning English was a 
challenge. “I was able to do math 
because it was something I learned 
in Mexico and really didn’t need 
English for. I had to work harder 
than anyone else, but I was able to 

do it.”
In high school, there was one 

teacher who was always pushing 
her and encouraging her to suc-
ceed: Ms. Richter. From day one, 
Richter offered to help Elias with 
work for any of her other classes. 
It was thanks to Richter that Elias 
even applied to college. “To tell 
you the truth, I didn’t have a clue 
of the deadlines; college wasn’t 
even an option for me. Ms. Richter 
insisted that I apply to universities 
because I had the grades.” It paid 
off. Elias was accepted into CSU 
Long Beach, UCLA, and UC Berke-
ley.

Elias decided to attend UC 
Berkeley, however, things got 
harder for her from this point on. 
“UC Berkeley was a nightmare for 
me. I failed history, English, and 
math. I was depressed for a while.” 
She recalls, “I spent the first 3 1/2 
years working two jobs and going 
to school only. I rarely ever went 
out,” Elias said. “I had to keep my 
two jobs, but couldn’t deal with 
both.”

Even after graduating from 
from UC Berkeley, Elias’s struggles 
weren’t over yet. “After I graduat-
ed, I moved in with my boyfriend 
and barely had money for rent. 
I had to pay for classes to get my 
teaching credential, and that took 
longer than expected because I 
became pregnant and took a year 
off. Finally, I worked as a teacher’s 
aide and substitute at San Leandro 
High.”

It was an enormous challenge, 
but she eventually got her creden-
tial and started teaching at Sky-
line. Elias says, “I enjoy working 
with the diversity of students that 
we have here at Skyline, and I real-
ly do not want to teach somewhere 
else. It is a great feeling to get stu-
dents from many years ago to come 
and visit and tell you they still love 
and remember you. I always try to 
make a positive and warm connec-
tion with my students.”

However, even as such an ex-
perienced and well-liked teacher, 
there are still rivers to cross. Ac-
cording to Elias, “A student of mine 
went out of control in my class last 
year. I felt unsupported because I 

By Sean Saechao

Yes, our Junior Class Presi-
dent, Nadia Brooks, is close 
family friends with the one 

and only Zendaya. However, while 
most teenagers would brag for 
days about this fact, knowing Ze-
ndaya is probably the last thing 
that this motivated young lady 
prides herself on. Brooks has made 
her own mark on Skyline’s campus 
through her strong involvement in 
numerous activities, and she has 
big ideas to make Skyline the best 
that it can be.

Brooks is now into her second 
year of Leadership and “loves it” 
due to the feeling of connection 
to the community. According to 
Leadership teacher Mr. Anderson, 
“There are very few kids I’ve met 
in my 10 years as an educator who 
have the built-in leadership quali-
ties that Nadia has. Very few kids. 
Nadia is special.”

However, Brooks admits that 
she was not always a natural born 

Leadership Profile: Junior Class President Nadia Brooks

called security and one adminis-
trator, but they didn’t take her out. 
She started throwing things, even 
my computer. She wanted to hurt 
me with scissors. She even threat-
ened to kill me. I had to take 2 days 

off because of that incident. It took 
a while to recover.”

Life has not been easy for Ms. 
Elias, but she has come a long 
way and became stronger because 
of her obstacles. You never know 

what challenges you might have 
to face, but Ms. Elias is living proof 
that even when it seems like there 
is no hope, there will eventually be 
the light at the end of the tunnel.

Ms. Elias immigrated to the United States from Mexico when she was 15.

leader, and Zendaya actually had 
a lot to do with molding her into 
one. She explains, “I did my first 
poem in the MLK Oratorical when 
I was seven years old… I was really 
shy at that time.” 

She continues, “I finally got 
out of my shell when I was nine. 
Zendaya was a really close fam-
ily friend of mine and she went to 
a theater camp called Cal Shakes. 
She got me involved in this acting 
program, and it really opened me 

up.” Nadia has never looked back. 
She says she enjoys poetry 

slams as a way to express herself. 
“I write a lot of poetry, I do slams, 
and I write a lot of spoken word… 
I perform at different spots.” Her 
connection to poetry is related to 
her confidence in public speaking. 
“I’m really bold now, and confident 
about my voice and what I have to 
say,” says Brooks. 

Nadia Brooks is not your typi-
cal 11th grader in more ways than 

one. She decided to go to Ecuador 
with advisor Mr. Anderson this 
past summer to do community ser-
vice. 

“The experience with the 
Wheelchair Foundation and pass-
ing out wheelchairs to kids my own 
age was totally different. I put my-
self in their shoes… I’m fully able, 
I have all of my limbs, and I’m so 
lucky to be healthy. So learning 
about their stories, it was such an 
important experience to me.” The 
trip was inspirational for the both 
of them; she says it gave her a new 
perspective on life. 

Brooks is now ready to take all 
of her experiences along with her 
and put them to good use at Sky-
line. She has ideas for things that 
can be changed at Skyline and is 
eager to make improvements. “It’s 
important to me that we improve 
how we spend money. We should 
have more programs set up that’ll 
actually help students prepare for 
the SAT and ACT,” she suggests. 
Her ideas don’t stop there.  

“It’s also important that we 
really connect with students in 
an emotional way. We need to 
check in with students and think 
about what the students are going 
through.” Brooks seems to be very 
passionate about her fellow stu-
dent body. “We have so many intel-

ligent and incredibly talented stu-
dents at Skyline, so it’s unfortunate 
how for the past few years, gradu-
ation rates have been very low. We 
need to step up our game.” Hope-
fully, under her guidance, numbers 
can rise.

One of Nadia’s biggest personal 
goals in life is to inspire others to 
believe in themselves. She says she 
doesn’t want to become famous in 
the typical sense of fame, but by 
being someone that people can 
look up to. 

She says, “I really want little 
mixed girls to see someone who 
looks like them, someone who’s 
making a change, who spoke up for 
them, who really put them on the 
map, because everyone knows that 
people of color get overlooked.” 

It is safe to say that Nadia 
Brooks is not getting overlooked 
on Skyline’s campus. Classmate 
Gabriela Hjelm says, “She’s in my 
Physiology class and she always 
knows the answers. You can tell 
she’s on top of her work.”

Brooks is driving her own path 
into the future, and helping oth-
ers find their way in life is part of 
the plan. If her ideas for improving 
Skyline are anything to go by, she 
will definitely be able to make her 
fellow students proud to call her 
their Junior Class President.

Slam poet also 
has ideas for 
helping Skyline 
‘step up its game’

Nadia Brooks performing poetry “got [me] out of my shell.”
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CON

Any way you look at it, 2016 has been a sub-par year. However, it hasn’t been the worst year ever, and 
the people saying that should stop freaking out. While it definitely was not bright and sunny all the time, 
there have been positive patches. It wasn’t all doom and gloom, and we need to remember that. 

Looking at an entire year as a failure is like looking at the entire history of America and calling it terrible. 
While both have had their share of misfortunes and setbacks, one cannot put a blanket statement over 
them. America has had its mountains and its valleys, much like 2016 has. 

Then again, this is only an opinion, and all are valid. 

PRO
Dear Poppa Bear

A Sip of Skyline’s Tea

6 | Arts & Entertainment

It was hard to look on 
the bright side this 
year, but here we go! 

America won the most 
medals in the Olympics, 
once again asserting its 
dominance in the athletic 
world. 

Major developments in 
the tech industry, ranging 
from Elon Musk’s SpaceX’s 
self-landing rocket, to Tes-
la’s self-driving cars.

India planted 50 mil-
lion trees in one year, 
beating the world record 
and helping our planet. 

Scientists found the 
gene linked to ALS, mak-

2016 Year In Review

By Emmett O’Brien 

A year of misfortune 
and terrible events 
all wrapped in a 

bow. 
Mass shootings, terror-

ism, gang violence, police 
shootings, and homicides 
continued to dominate in-
ternational headlines. 

Trump won the 2016 
Presidential Election, put-
ting many immigrants and 
minority groups in a state 
of fear due to the inflam-
matory comments made 
during his campaign. 

Beginning on January 
21st when Obama leaves 
office, America may be in 

ing us one step closer to 
curing it. 

Memes, Vines, and pop-
ular dance moves like the 
“Dab” were bright spots 
which let people laugh off 
their pain. Some got old 
quickly, such as “Damn 
Daniel” and “Pokemon 
Go,” while others were 
amusing like “Ken Bone” 
and “Harambe.” 

Challenges such as the 
“Mannequin Challenge,” 
“Water Bottle Flip Chal-
lenge”, and “Juju On That 
Beat” were fun to partake 
in and entertaining to 
watch. 

cluding Suicide Squad 
and Ghostbusters, not 
meeting expected sales or 
reviews. 

Global warming is a re-
curring threat to the plan-
et, but has yet to be ac-
knowledged by much of 
the Republican Party, who 
control all three branches 
of government. 

Even with 97% of all 
scientists agreeing that 
global warming is hap-
pening and is a threat, it 
has yet to be addressed in 
the appropriate manner 
by our government. 

May 2017 be better!

for a rough and extremely 
divided 4 years. 

Republicans won the 
House, the Senate, and 
will most likely hold ma-
jority on the Supreme 
Court as well. This means 
that almost any initia-
tive pushed by Trump will 
most likely be passed. 

The Zika Virus still has 
no cure. The Center for 
Disease Control has made 
it clear that there is no 
treatment for this disease 
yet. 

The Box Office flopped 
this year, with an assort-
ment of failed movies, in-

Dear Poppa Bear, 

My birthday is coming up and I have yet to make plans for my friends and I to 
go out. I’m turning the big 16. I want everyone to enjoy the food and have fun, 
but I don’t really want anyone’s bill over 35 dollars. What should I do and where 
should I go for my birthday? Should I have a mixed gathering or just the guys?

Love, 
Out of Ideas

Dear Out of Ideas, 

You should be enjoying your birthday to the fullest, and if you have female friends 
who you are close with, you should invite them. If you don’t invite them, their feelings 
may get hurt. Since you’re turning 16, wherever you go should be a little mature. I 
would suggest Cheesecake Factory, only because their variety of food is great, it’s a 
good environment, and lastly because their prices are reasonable. If you’re trying to 
have some good food and some fun, Dave N’ Busters or Plank are both good options. 

Love,
Poppa Bear

“I can’t wait for 2017 ‘cus this 
year been too crazy.” 

— Overheard in the Front Office

“We took too many L’s this year.”
— Overheard on the Senior Lawn

“Did you see all that blood by the 70 building?!” 
— Overheard in the Cafeteria

“This cold weather make it hard to 
skip. Make you wanna go to class.” 

— Overheard in Mr. Scheer’s classroom

“Somebody son lookin’ like some work today!” 
—Overheard in the 30 Building

“He lookin’ extra daddy—ish today.” 
— Overheard at 650 Bus Stop

“He’s only being salty because he was the 
only one not invited to the party.” 

— Overheard on the Field

“Everybody’s a thief up here!” 
— Overheard on the Senior Lawn

“It’s starting to rain, I need to take my weave out!” 
— Overheard in the Auditorium

By Destiny Williams & Natalie Washington

Black Card Revoked: Holiday Edition
1.  What’s always the 
first thing to go? 
a) Greens 
b) Ham 
c) Turkey 
d) Mac ‘n’ Cheese               

2. The famous line at a 
family get together. 
a) “Where’s the food?”
b) “I remember when you 
was just a baby...”
c) “Did you speak to your 
aunties?”
d) “I love you guys.”

3. Something you never 
forget to do before 
leaving?
a) Kiss grandma 
b) Take pics 
c) Pack a to-go plate 
d) Say your thank you’s 

4. Who eats first? 
a) Elders 
b) Kids 
c) Parents 
d) Doesn’t matter 

By Destiny Williams 

5. What you got? 
a) A cold 
b) crush 
c) Family 
d) Greens, beans, 
potatoes, tomatoes...you 
name it 

6. What holiday comes 
after Thanksgiving?
a) Christmas 
b) New Years 
c) Black Friday 
d) Hanukkah 

Answer Key: 1=D;  2=B/C;  3=C;  
4=B;  5=D;  6=C
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Benjamin Garcia, 
Senior 
At left, wearing: Adidas all-black uncaged ul-
tra boost shoes; black biker jeans; olive green 
bomber jacket with patches; Space Jam-inspired 
hoodie; chain; Star Wars hat 

Where do you shop? 
Adidas, Nike, H&M, Zara, Urban Outfitters, A&F, 
Hollister, Pacsun
Favorite mall? 
Westfield Mall in San Francisco
Most you’ve spent on an item? 
Yeezys
Fashion inspiration? 
Drake, Kanye West, Qias Omar
How would you describe your style? 
That Kanye hypebeast look
Do you choose your outfits the night before? 
Yes, takes 15-20 minutes. 
What determines your outfit? 
It depends how I feel in the morning. Mondays 
and Wednesdays are the lazy days where I dress 
the most casual, but the rest of the days I dress 
better. 

Titan 
Fashion

Jeremy 
Cruz, 
Junior
At right, wearing: 
Black Vans; black 
skinny jeans; 
colorblock sweater; 
denim fleece jacket

Where do you shop? 
Online stores; 
any that are the 
brand that I like. 
My favorite brand 
is probably Ralph 
Lauren. 
Favorite mall? 
The Great Mall 
Most you’ve spent on 
an item? 
Gucci jacket 
Fashion inspiration? 
Cash Carti because 
he is one of my 
favorite rappers
How would you 
describe your style? 
Flex-ational
Do you choose your 
outfits the night 
before? 
No, I just choose it in 
the morning. Takes 
me no more than 30 
minutes. 
What determines your 
outfit? 
My mood that 
morning, plus the 
weather. 

Asia Hardiman, 
Sophomore
Below right, wearing: Peach wedges; White pants; 
Peach long-sleeve button up; Grey vest 

Where do you shop? 
Forever 21, Macy’s
Favorite mall? 
Southland Mall because everything’s there
Favorite or most valuable item of clothing? 
My fur jacket
Fashion inspiration? 
I inspire myself!
How would you describe your style? 
Hip-hop nerdy 
Do you choose your outfits the night before? 
No I do it in the morning before school. Takes me 
about 20 minutes. 
What determines your outfit? 
My shoes. 

Steven Lopez, 
Junior
Above, wearing: Black Timbs; Biker 
PacSun jeans; Oakland Legends 
Oaklandish shirt; American Stitch 
bomber jacket with patches; I 
Know My Rights hat

Where do you shop? 
H&M, Forever 21, Urban Outfit-
ters, Zumiez, PacSun
Favorite mall? 
Westfield Mall in SF
Favorite or most valuable item of 
clothing? 
American Stitch Bomber jacket 
with patches
Fashion inspiration? 
From my mind and my friends
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‘Where I’m From 
By Bladimiro Gallegos, Sophomore

I’m from The Town, where 
Being yourself isn’t good enough. 
Cause here, respect is key — and if you don’t have 
it, 
They’ll find a way to make you bleed. 

So if you don’t have a car, 
Don’t expect to go far - cause if you get 
Caught on the wrong block, 
You might just get shot 

Here, hate thrives like an infection 
And pretty much everyone has protection 
So the only true way to keep sh** on lock 
Is with a .44 (Fo Fo) or a Glock

Where I’m from, there is no shame in my game 
And everyone is playing 
So if you ain’t a scholar, you probably 
Trying to become baller 

This is Oakland
This is where I’m from 
That’s the cold hard truth 

8 | Poetry

New Year’s Resolutions
By Sabrina Ramos

“Get a girlfriend by next year.” 
— Noah Mitchell, Sophomore

“To love myself more. Become more confident with my 
body.” 

— Lyrik Lazard, Junior

“Find a husband, stay pretty, friendly, marvelous, outgoing, 
having fun, enjoying life, and looking fabulous at the age 
of 60!” 

— Love Shooka Wooka (Ms. Thomas)

“To change bad habits and create better ones” 
— Darnell Hardeman, Junior

“To become more flexible. I want to be able to hit the splits.” 
— Richard Nguyen, Senior

“Pray everyday to keep the people close to me safe.” 
— Kierah Grace, Junior

“To have more father — son time.” 
— Mr. Mike Avila, Student Support Specialist 

“To stop swearing.” 
— Emmett O’Brien, Freshman

“I don’t make ‘em because they only last about a week any-
way … I still got the same one from 1999!” 

— Ms. Kaprice Wilson

Maybe he was in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.

Maybe he thought that what he 
was doing was right.

Maybe I just need to let it go, as 
I’m told..

Or maybe I’m realizing how 
messed up this world is, cold.

To be honest, I never thought 
I would be walking around not 
having a father, but everything 

‘Why Should I’
By Nakia Young, Senior 

Let the color of my skin define where my success lies?
Why should I
Brush past the evil lies?
Why should I 
Let the white men continue to deceive my eyes?
Who am I
To not continue my ancestor’s dreams
Why do I
Have to sit in silence while my people are shot and 
killed by our “protectors” 
Who said
My people weren’t beautiful?
Who said I don’t have to power to change this world?
Nobody
So why should I
Let the color of my skin determine where OUR futures 
lie?

changed once OPD threw those 
shots and he couldn’t go farther. 

I was 8 and I was clueless, 
thinking “why didn’t he come 
home?”

They’re telling me what’s 
useless.

How could you lie to two little 
girls? Curious about their daddy 
who gave them the world?

If there’s one thing he taught 
me, it’s to do it for the right 
reasons 

And to never give up until you 
start bleeding,

But even after, realize 
everything that God’s put you 
through

And to fight through it until he 
tells you... it’s time.

I guess it was his time because 
he was laying there bleeding,

Hiding behind a bush,
Praying to God not to be seen.

By the time the cops found him, 
it was already too late.

My daddy bled out and he 
couldn’t be saved.

If you’re Black or Latino, there’s 
no love for you in the system.

You’re a thug, you’re a banger, it 
don’t matter if you listen.

He was asleep in his car…
He was rolling down the 

window…
But you assumed he was 

reaching for a gun,
So you took his life out of you 

being what?

Afraid.

You didn’t even have the time to 
spell his name right in the papers.

How much does that show me, 
you give one f*** about a colored 
man or his layers?

‘Deception’ 
By Teasha Britton, Senior

WHY!
Why me?
What did I ever do to you?

I handed you my heart
I handed you all my limbs
And that wasn’t enough
You just took them and ate them 
Like a careless hound eats a bone

You took a knife and 
Stabbed me in the stomach 

Sliced my throat
Cut nerve from nerve 
And I just watched

Should I return the favor
And stab you for a change?
Take the knife 
And not make you my wife?

Or maybe I should just go...
Abandon you, how you abandoned 
me

Now I’m in this tight space and I 
can’t breathe
I’m suffocating, I lost everything 

‘Valvatin’
By Sara Gonzalez, Senior
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Athletes of the Month
9 | Sports

Girls Basketball
Taesha Britton, 
Senior 
Why she was chosen by Coach T? 
“Taesha is the only senior we have 
this year. I depend on her a lot. 
She’s able to handle the team and 
hold them together as a family. 
Even with all the stress and trying 
to juggle the life of a future grad-
uate, she holds it together beauti-
fully.”
Position? Point Guard, #25
Height? 5’4
How long playing? 12 years
Favorite thing about basketball? 
The contact. I love that it’s a physi-
cal sport. 
Favorite NBA player? 
Kyrie Irving 
Favorite movie? 
“Love & Basketball” 
Favorite song? 
“32 Bars” by Mike Sherm
Relationship status? 
Taken: M+T 
How often do you train? 
Six days a week, 2 hours per day.
Something people don’t know about 
you? I have straight A’s. 

By Kyndal Hampton

5. Coach Carter
This movie is lovable be-

cause it’s very relatable to all 
athletes. There are athletes 
who have coaches that show 
them tough love. It was like a 
book of life lessons — it taught 
us how to defy the labels put 
on us, how to grow as a stu-
dent, and that discipline both 
on and off the court is what de-
fines an athlete.

4. The Blind Side
This heartwarming film is 

generally enjoyable, but it isn’t 
until the credits roll that you’ll 
realize what a major sentimen-
tal impact it has on you. 

Football may be the thread 
that runs throughout, but the 
movie is much more interested 
in the tale of how Oher left be-
hind a life of poverty, violence 
and foster-home despair to be-
come a champ on the gridiron.

3. Rocky
This movie is a classic, it’s 

a movie that seeks to uplift 
through a rags-to-riches story. 
What makes the movie special 

Girls Soccer
Carlee Bowen, 
Senior
Why she was chosen by Coach Dur-
kan? 
“Carlee leads the team on and 
off the field by modeling what it 
means to be an excellent player, 
teammate, and student. She shows 
up to every practice focused on not 
only improving her own game, but 
also elevating the players around 
her. She creates a positive atmo-
sphere where mistakes are learn-
ing opportunities.” 
Position? Attacking Mid/Forward
Height? 5’7
How long playing? 12 years 
GPA? 4.00
Favorite movie? “I Am Sam” 
Favorite song? “Fightsong” 
Relationship status? Single 
How often do you train? Every day 
Something people don’t know about 
you? I’m half white & half Chinese. 

Track
Avshalom 
Berrol, Senior 
Why he was chosen by Coach 
Kuang? 
“Avshalom has arguably be-
come one of the top 10 Titans 
overall in Skyline X-Country 
history. In addition to his work 
ethic and drive, Avshalom sets 
a good example for the Titans. 
He’s a teammate and friend you 
can always count on.” 
Position? Team captain
Height? 5’5
How long have you been running 
track? 3 years
GPA? 4.6
Favorite movie? “Your Name”
Relationship status? Single af
How often do you train? I run 3 
hours per day 

Something people don’t know 
about you? “I want Clarisse 
Wikstrom to straighten my hair 
one time for the one time.” 

Boys Soccer
Andres Cuevas, 
Senior
Why he was chosen by Coach? 
“Andres deserves to be player of 
the month because he’s motivat-
ed to do his best every day, and 
always helping out the rest of the 
team. He always shows up at prac-
tice, and tries hard there.” 
Position? Center-Mid
Height? 5’7
How long playing? Since I was 3
Favorite movie? “Wolf of Wall 
Street” 
Favorite song? “X” by 21 Savage
Relationship status? Single … bad-
ly
How often do you train? 3 times a 
week for 2 hours a day
Something people don’t know about 
you? “I like to be very organized.” 

Boys 
Basketball
Chad Lee, 
Sophomore
Why he was chosen by Coach 
Jacobs? 
“He just got back from being 
sick, and works just as hard 
or harder than everyone else 
on the team. He deserves a 
chance to shine on this team.” 
Position? Point Guard / Shoot-
ing Guard, #10
Height? 5’8
How long playing? Since I was 
5 years old
Favorite movie? “The Lion 
King”
Favorite song? “Love Yours,”  J. 
Cole
Relationship status? Taken
How often do you train? 3 
hours a day
Something people don’t know 
about you? I eat A LOT!

Both Taesha Britton, above, and Carlee Bowen, below, have 
been playing their sport for 12 years and get all A’s.

Avshalom Berrol

Andres Cuevas, left, is an 
organized, motivated player.

Top 5 Sports Movies
is that it’s not just all focused 
on sports. In fact, there are 
only two fights throughout the 
whole movie. 

Rocky is not traditional hero 
material—he may lose the fight, 
but he gains so much more.

2. Space Jam
Who hasn’t seen Space 

Jam?? It’s a classic! Cute and 
generally amusing rather than 
outright funny, this clever mix 
of live action, highlighted by 
the unequaled skills of basket-
ball superstar Michael Jordan, 
and animated Looney Tunes an-
tics will be a must-see for kids.

1. Remember the Titans
“WE ARE THE TITANS, THE 

MIGHTY MIGHTY TITANS!!” 
This movie is a classic, every-
body has seen this movie; if you 
haven’t, I surely recommend it 
because it’s very heartwarm-
ing. 

Whether you’re black or 
white, these moments are like-
ly to inspire a justified swelling 
of civic pride. On the playing 
field, at least, our better selves 
can triumph over our baser in-
stincts.



December 2016TheTitanTimes     10 | Opinion

By Peterson Le and Cathya Mendoza

In middle school, many of us 
were forced to dress alike, in 
unfitting uniforms. The sys-

tem created a homogeneous soci-
ety in attempt to stimulate a bet-
ter learning environment where 
clothes were not priorities. How-
ever, it did just the opposite.

“The learning environment 
with uniforms was worse. What 
it does is create a situation that is 
impossible to enforce. When you 
have rules that you can not back 
up, it creates more disrespect for 
the rules. They [students] push 
boundaries to see what rules they 
are able to break next,” said Mr. 
Barbuto, a former middle school 
teacher who taught on a campus 
where uniforms were adminis-
tered.

He proceeded to explain that 
required uniforms negatively 
impacted students’, specifically 
women’s, body images because 
they had to fit into one style of 
clothing that may have been un-
comfortable for everyone based 
on their styles, body types, and 
preferences. 

Venturing into high school, 
dress codes are less demanding 
in that uniforms are not required, 
yet there are limitations to what 
students can wear. The dress code 
targets young impressionable 
women, and grooms them into 
thinking that their bodies are just 
distractions to men. 

Thus, suggesting that women 
are responsible or ‘at fault’ for the 
absent-minded boys. The educa-
tional system is teaching women 

to suppress their expression of self 
in order to create an ideal learning 
environment for boys. Dress code 
subconsciously creates inequali-
ties in our schooling, since men 
and women are not held at the 
same standards.

This institution is thus intro-

By Okikiola Abodunrin

Every level of schooling we 
have had has always been 
in order get us ready for the 

next big thing in our educational 
career. In elementary school, we 
learned our multiplication tables 
to get us ready for middle school; 
in middle school, we moved 
around in periods in order to get us 
ready for high school; and in high 
school, we supposedly learn col-
lege readiness, but are we truly as 
“college and career ready” as Sky-
line wants us to be? 

I think not! High school is not 
preparing us for life after we walk 
the stage our senior year. 

Who knows how to pay taxes? 
Not me... How to deal with student 
loans? Not me… How to register 
for the SAT on time? Not me… 
How to properly fill out college ap-
plications? Once again, not me! 

These important matters are 
not taught in our daily curriculum, 
especially when it is highly needed 
our senior year. But we do know 

only — a high GPA and good test 
scores.

Some people may make the ar-
gument that high school isn’t nec-
essarily about what you learn, but 
the experiences you have. After all, 
high school is THE place to make 
all the right kind of friends and 
memories. But let’s be honest, how 
many of those friends stick? How 
many are actually more of a bad 
influence than a good one? How 
many fall out after graduation? 

School as we know it today 
is completely based around how 
good your grades are and what col-
leges you can be accepted to, cre-
ating unhealthy competition, and 
causing students to come to school 
for the grade instead of for the pas-
sion of learning. 

They try to set a path for you, 
but ignore all paths that do not 
involve a higher education. They 
greatly push the idea of college, 
but do not offer outside ways to be-
come successful and follow your 
dreams. 

Overall, high school fails to pre-
pare students for the realities of 
life afterwards, which is why we 
still have things like homelessness, 
unemployment, and high rates of 
crime. If our education system tru-
ly had something for everyone to 
be passionate about, our society as 
a whole would improve. 

Dress Code Is Casual Sexism
Stop shaming 
girls; it is their 
right to control 
how they present 
their bodies

ducing sexualization of young 
women, and masking it by saying 
that the rules are set to protect 
them instead of oppress them. 
However, these policies instead 
exercise a society of patriarchy 
that embraces slut-shaming. 

By setting rules of what is ap-

propriate and inappropriate, we 
are to assume that specified cloth-
ings are vulgar and promiscuous, 
when they are in fact a matter of 
self-expression and creativity. 

In today’s society, women are 
told to cover up because they are 
inviting men to approach them, 

but are not taught to be assertive 
and proud of their bodies. On the 
other hand, men need to learn 
that showcasing skin is not an in-
vitation to shamelessly harass 
women.

Because men are taught that 
they are the powerhouse of soci-
ety, they believe they are inclined 
and given the rights to the bodies 
of women. However, a woman’s 
body is their own property and 
they can choose how they want to 
carry themselves.

Assistant Principal Sallee has 
spoken out about why dress codes 
exist as they do: “Even though 
this is fashionable for some, what 
about other people who have like 
strict Christian values? It is not 
forcing one’s belief on another 
person, but more of us giving a 
general respect for what other 
people believe.” Schools need a 
general basis of limitations that 
should be enforced on both sexes.

Alternatively, a student re-
vealed their personal experience 
with the school’s dress code: 
“They were willing to send me 
home because my shorts were too 
short for their standards,” said 
Emily Liu, a senior who felt violat-
ed by the dress code. 

“If I refused to wear the sweats 
they had, they were going to take 
away my education. It is almost 
2017; people should be allowed 
to decide how they want to carry 
themselves. It’s time for teens to 
grow and have control of them-
selves.” 

Liu felt that men are not held 
at similar standards as women, 
she was unable to wear shorts that 
were “inappropriate,” which is 
highly subjective, yet men are able 
to walk around shirtless with their 
pants below their waist. 

Of course, there should be a 
general respect for opposing be-
liefs, but as Ms. Sallee said, if it 
does not correlate with your be-
liefs, then do not partake in it. 

Women should not subject 
themselves to the beliefs of oth-
ers, especially when men are not.

If the dress code continues to 
stand, there should be reevalua-
tion of what is acceptable and how 
it could be enforced equally.

that the mitochondria is the pow-
erhouse of the cells! Let’s see how 
far that information will take me.

Half of the students here do not 
even have the correct schedule and 
the right amount of credits to grad-
uate, let alone the preparation and 
knowledge to succeed in life after 
high school. 

Rather, we are spending our 
precious time at school on things 
like the rules of kickball or the Py-
thagorean Theorem, which most 
students will never use again once 
they step foot into the real world. 
It is ridiculous to base graduation 
off of our current curriculum. I per-
sonally know a couple people not 
graduating due to P.E credits. 

Schools should instead give stu-
dents the option of choosing what 
industry they want to follow, then 
allow students to take specific 
hands-on courses relating to that 
chosen field. Placing students into 
“academies” are on the right track, 
but not every job is represented, 
and not all students at Skyline get 
the opportunities to be in acade-
mies. 

Schools also need to acknowl-
edge that college is not the only 
path and stop pushing a  college 
education down every single stu-
dent’s throat. College is not for ev-
eryone! There are other healthy 
options in life that still earn one a 

decent living without thousands of 
dollars in student loans. We should 
have courses that offer work prep-

arations for people 
who have decided 
that they are not go-
ing to college, and 
want to instead work 
with their hands in 
fields like construc-
tion or mechanics. 

Many students 
drop out around 
their second or third 
year in high school, 
so does that mean 
that they aren’t 
ready for what’s to 
come, and that their 
lives are over? 

No. The idea that 
you need to go to 
college after high 
school is so deep-
ly implanted in the 
mind of the student 
that if certain life cir-
cumstances do not 
allow some students 
to go to college, they 
feel as if life is point-
less and that they’ve 
failed.

In the case that 
a student drops out, 
there is nothing for 
them to fall back on, 

High School Doesn’t Prepare Us for Reality
We need other life 
and work skills, 
not just academics 
— and kickball

considering that they have spent 
most of their lives in a school sys-
tem centered around two things 

Is this the only path to success? Should 
high school offer more practical study?
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By Cathya Mendoza and Peterson Le

It is the middle of your senior 
year. You have ordered and 
paid money for the long await-

ed cap and gown. Fast forward. 
Now it is graduation day. You are 
excited. You are nervous. You are 
finally going to walk that stage! 
But then, you are stopped. Admin 
tells you that you will not walk un-
less you take your cap off. 

Why? All that work and stress for 
12 years could be thrown out the 
window because of one very silly 
and simple thing: You decorated 
your graduation cap.

Skyline High 
School has a rule 
which prohibits se-
nior graduates from 
decorating their 
caps. Funny thing 
is, most seniors do 
not know this. The 
school does a poor 
job at informing stu-
dents of this very un-
fair rule. 

Two years ago, it 
was reported that a student was 
actually stopped from walking the 

stage due to a decorated cap, and 
was given a plain one before she 
was able to go back up. She was 
unaware of the rule.

“Before the actual ceremony, 
the principal said, ‘Shaylah, I as-
sume you are aware that you can-
not wear that during the ceremo-
ny.’ I was told that I broke three 
rules,” said Shaylah, a 2015 Sky-
line Graduate. 

She ended up being forced to 
wear a plain white cap instead, and 
had to just hold the cap that she 
had spent hours decorating.

What is the real reason behind 
this policy? Perhaps adults are hes-
itant that there will be rude or in-
appropriate messages written on 
the cap, with no way to regulate 
them. If that fear is the reason, 

then are they unfair-
ly underestimating 
our maturity? 

When The Titan 
Times asked two ad-
ministrators, Ms. 
Seaberg and Dr. Sal-
lee, what the true 
explanation behind 
the rule was, neither 
stated a clear rea-
son besides it being 
a “very professional 
event.” 

However, Ms. Seaberg did take 
a moment to really think about the 

Why Can’t Grads Decorate Caps?
Rule is unfair, 
unexplained

validity of the policy, then stated, 
“Let me talk to your ASB President 
and Class Presi-
dent. We are go-
ing to have a 
meeting about 
graduation soon, 
and we will defi-
nitely need to 
discuss this.” 

The policy 
of not allowing 
graduates to dec-
orate their caps 
is stifling cre-
ative expression. Decorating caps 
is a classic tradition all around the 
United States.

The tradition represents an ex-
pression of what we are, what we 
cherish, and where we want to go 
in life. Instead of attempting to find 
an agreed-upon way for us to con-
tinue this tradition, we are simply 
stripped from the opportunity. 

Many teachers agree that stu-
dents should be able to decorate 
their caps. 

“We were able to decorate our 
caps in high school and college,” 
said Mr. Barbuto. 

Teachers and even administra-
tors probably partook in this tradi-
tion when they were young, so why 
the hypocrisy now? We are not 
treated as the adults we plan to be, 
and are not trusted to be responsi-

ble with our own expression.
This rule may have been rea-

sonable if caps 
were being rent-
ed or borrowed 
from the school. 
But this is not the 
case. Students 
are required to 
purchase them 
for approximate-
ly $50. 

“If they don’t 
want us to deco-
rate and express 

who we are, then they should be 
the one paying for them. Not us,” 
Skyline senior Daisy Gonzalez said. 

Students are clearly frustrated 
and confused regarding this policy. 
If the reason behind it truly is that 
administrators are afraid of inap-
propriate content, then we have 
a solution: We propose that se-
nior students should have a strict 
deadline where all cap decorations 
must be submitted for approval.

Leadership students could 
set an example for how the caps 
should be decorated. 

If students do not submit their 
design by the deadline, or follow 
the rules of appropriate content, 
then they must wear a plain, un-
decorated cap at graduation. 

Skyline graduates should be 
able to prove their maturity, ex-

press their creative side, and show 
their gratitude for their families on 
their cap. 

Creating a decorated cap is a 
classic American high school tradi-
tion, just as important and exciting 
as Prom or Grad Nite. It allows stu-
dents to show their happiness in a 
creative, harmless, and fun way. 

If students at other schools are 
mature enough to handle this, if 
other administrators trust their 
students enough to not be inap-
propriate, and if other school offi-
cials have maturely conducted this 
tradition for years and years, then 
why can’t Skyline? 

By Patty Banks

So, you just walked into a 
Halloween party. You think 
you’re wearing a poppin’ cos-

tume, but instead of giving you a 
compliment, someone tells you 
that your costume counts as cul-
tural appropriation. And you think 
that’s a ridiculous accusation. You? 
Doing something racist? You didn’t 
have hateful intentions, so you 
don’t know how you could have a 
negative impact.

So if you’re wondering what the 
big deal is about cultural appropri-
ation, I’ve got you covered. Read 
on for some perspective on why 
people might get upset if you bor-
row from another culture.

Because people from hundreds 
of different ethnicities make up the 
U.S. population, it’s not surpris-
ing that at times cultural groups 
rub off on each other. Americans 
who grow up in diverse communi-
ties may pick up from the cultural 
groups that surround them. How-
ever, cultural appropriation is an 
entirely different matter. 

Cultural appropriation is when 
somebody adopts aspects of a cul-
ture that’s not their own. It also 
refers to a power dynamic where 
members of a ‘dominant’ culture 
take elements from a culture of 
people who have been oppressed 
by that dominant group. That’s 
why cultural appropriation is not 
the same as cultural exchange.

We all see Kylie Jenner and her 
‘Boxer Braids’, and Instagram teens 
who wear darker make up to get 
the ‘Glow’ effect with their high-
light. Why is it that they want to 
wear their hair, have darker skin, 
and dress like other cultures, but 
do not want to deal with the in-
equality that comes with those 

The Cultural Appropriation Problem

styles? Women of the dominant 
majority will often degrade the 
oppressed, yet go to high stakes 
to look like them, spend hundreds 
to dress like them, or to have their 
skin tone. 

Exhibit A: How many black fe-
males have been asked by a non-
black person, “Can I touch your 
hair?” I have. And that can get 
bothersome. Many black girls wear 
braids or weaves, yet they have 
never been ‘popular’ until Kylie 
Jenner, a white female, decided 
to sport them. The style was seen 
all over magazines, and they were 
suddenly re-named ‘Boxer Braids’

Not only is renaming a culture’s 
product disrespectful, but it is un-
fair. Jenner also was awarded ‘Po-
nytail of the Year’ in a magazine, 
when she had copied Nicki Minaj’s 
ponytail from the previous year!

The way someone wears their 
hair is part of a culture. Cornrows 
were made by Black slaves who 
hid corn seeds in their hair in or-
der to have food to eat. Cultural 
Appropriation may not be fully un-
derstood until people realize the 
roots and history behind certain 
traditions, then see why it is so de-
meaning when others take credit 
for those traditions without having 
suffered the same history. 

Exhibit B: Skin and lips. Many 
females on social media perform 
makeup tutorials. I have noticed 
that many of them not only wear a 

darker color foundation, but they 
also contour their cheekbones. 
Girls often fake tan to make them-
selves look a few shades darker, 
and outline or artificially plump up 
their lips in order to look a certain 
way. 

Yet, they often see themselves 
as better than people born with 
natural melanin. Why is this type 
of appropriation applauded, but 
when the same thing is done for 
‘Blackface’ it is racist and gross?

Most African Americans are 
born with dark faces, plump lips, 
exaggerated cheekbones, nappy 
hair, and thick thighs. Some, es-
pecially in past history, get bullied, 
discriminated against, excluded, 
abused, neglected or treated un-
fairly for features like these, that 
we have no control over having. 
Many black females have low self 
-esteem because of these very 
characteristics, which stop them 
from achieving their goals. 

However, as soon as a white 
woman decides that it looks good, 
and she wants to try it, then it’s 
okay. Those features are suddenly 
celebrated and envied. 

There is not only a problem 
with appropriating black culture. 
It has also become a problem with 
Native American and Indian styles, 
as well as with Mexican food. This 
new cultural phenomenon most-
ly impacts pre-teens, who are still 
developing a sense of who they are 

White celebrities 
adopting African-
American styles is 
part of larger issue

and who they want to be. What 
is cultural appropriation teach-
ing our daughters? Only to com-

When is a hairstyle not just a hairstyle? 

By Jamilah Hussain

Skyline High has all types 
of cultures, races, religions, 
and programs. One of the pro-
grams being the Special Educa-
tion Program (or SPED). How-
ever, not all students on campus 
know about the program, which 
can cause them to be insensitive 
of the students within in. 

The SPED department has 
many programs within it, in-
cluding special day classes, hard 
of hearing programs, and visu-
ally impaired programs. SPED 
is for students who are mental-
ly, physically, socially, sensory, 
and/or emotionally delayed. 
This “delay” is mostly seen in 
physical or academic skills, 
which make it harder for these 
students to keep up with peers 
in fast-paced classes. 

Due to these special require-
ments, some students’ needs 
cannot be met within the tra-
ditional classroom. SPED pro-
grams and services are extreme-
ly important in helping those 
students meet their education-
al goals. What goes on in these 
SPED classes?

SPED teacher Luke 
Kramschuster said, “My stu-
dents spend 3-4 periods a day 
with me. I do a “living skills” 
class, where students learn 
practical skills like dressing up 
for an interview, what to do in 
an emergency, and how to count 
money. These are things that 
students will be dealing with on 
a daily basis, and need to learn 
now.”  

However, not all SPED pro-
grams do the same thing. Jose 
Gutierrez, a 12th grade hard 
of hearing student, says, “We 

mostly finish our homework 
and we get help from our teach-
er, Mr. Dennis, and make sure 
everything is completed and 
all caught up on.” In this sense, 
some SPED classes are more like 
study skills, giving students ex-
tra time and quiet space to focus 
and catch up on work.  

According to the SPED stu-
dents I interviewed, Skyline has 
a very accepting community 
and they feel happy here. 

“I’m really comfortable 
here,” says Gutierrez. Visually 
-impaired freshman Genan Su-
leiman, agreed: “I feel like I can 
be myself here, instead of going 
to a school for vision.” 

SPED students are all around 
Skyline; on the sport teams, in 
the clubs, and even working in 
the cafeteria. Gutierrez stated, 
“I’m on the wrestling team. I 
like to stay involved on campus. 
I push my limits and see how far 
I can go.” 

When The Titan Times asked 
SPED students and SPED teach-
ers for one thing they would like 
the general population at Sky-
line to know, Suleiman said, “I 
just want to say that we are nor-
mal people. We just got a dis-
ability that we were born with.” 
says Suleiman. Mr. Kramschus-
ter claimed, “One thing I would 
like to say is that SPED students 
are really nice. Get to know 
them, and you might find a 
friend!” 

As a visually impaired stu-
dent myself, I would like to add 
to Skyline readers: do not be shy 
to get to know someone part of 
SPED. And to SPED students: 
do not let your disability take 
over your right to chase your 
dreams!

Do Special Education 
Students Feel Included?

pete with each other, and to worry 
more about looking like someone 
else, than striving for their goals. 

Shaylah with banned cap.
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By Mahaugoni Sellman

“I got 6 pairs of used white 
underwear ... then the person 
tried to pretend like I didn’t 
notice!” 

— Ms. Rahmaan, History Teacher

“A scary teddy bear with one 
eye, and when I picked it up 
the head fell off.” 

— Gabriella Delgado, Junior

“Some fruit when I was 9. I’ll 
never forget that.”

— Ms. Diew, Attendance Clerk

“I got a Jordan box, and 
when I opened it, there was 
a dollar.”

— India Simpson, Junior 

“None… that was a hard 
year.” 

— Mr. Ardissone, Athletic Director

“I didn’t get anything at 
all because my house got 
robbed. The next day, I found 
out I woulda had some 
Jordans.” 

— Taesha Britton, Senior

“A used cologne box that 
was supposed to have three 
bottles, and it only had one.” 

— Tyree H., Junior

“A plaid ruffled dress from my 
grams ... I was forced to wear 
it. Also an avocado in wrap-
ping paper.” 

—  Aminah Hanif Cruz, Junior

“My grandma gave me a 
X— Box, but when I opened 
the box there were pencils 
instead.” 

— Kierah Grace, Junior

“A pair of dirty socks because 
I didn’t clean my room.”

— Amirah Boulware, Junior

By Gabriela Hjelm and Debora Kidane

As each year goes by, there are 
always new trends that define that 
time period. In 2016, there have 
been many fashion statements—
from clothing, to accessories, to 
hairstyles. Even some old trends 
have re-appeared to be fashionable 
again. Most of these pieces can 
be seen in our youth and young 
adults. Did you keep up with the 
trends of 2016? Check for yourself! 

Brands
Victoria’s Secret Pink 
Puma
Adidas 
North Face
True Religion
Polo

Clothing
Bomber jackets
Bodysuits
Distressed shirts
Lace-up tops
T-Shirt dresses
Cut-off jean shorts
Oversized bleached t-shirts

Shoes
Rihanna Puma line
Timberlands 
Adidas Superstars
Jordan 11’s and 12’s
Vans
Huaraches

Accessories
Choker necklaces
Furball key chains
Baseball hats 
MCM backpacks

Jewelry
Grills
Jesus pieces
Nose rings (hoop and septum)

Worst Gift
You Ever 
Received?

Fashion Trends of 2016

Hairstyles
Waves
Nappy fro
Two buns
Half up half down
Braids with gold & silver hair 
accessories

Colors 
Wheat
Olive green
Burgundy 
Mauve pink

Makeup
Highlight and contour
Eyebrows
False eyelashes
Nude and dark lipsticks 
Acrylic nails with chrome or 
holographic nail polish

Top Holiday 
Gift Ideas
By Mo’Ney Williams 

The Holidays are coming up 
faster than you thought! Forgot to 
get your best friend something? 
Struggling to find something for 
bae? Need to impress mom? Read 
on for the best gift ideas this year. 

For a Girl 
Victoria’s Secret
Make-up 
Purse/wallet 
Bundles

For a Boy
Polo sweatsuit 
Games: Madden, NBA 2K, FIFA
Hat

For Mom
Good grades
House things
Jewelry
Perfume

For Dad
Watch
Cologne 
Under clothes 

For Siblings
Toys (dolls, race cars, teddy bears)
Concert tickets 
Earphones 
Gift cards

Best Gift 
You Ever 
Received? 
By Mahaugoni Sellman

“My elementary school gave me a 
tadpole and it turned into a frog. I 
was hella happy.” 

— Tariq Mohammed 

“My daddy got me a bird for 
Christmas.” 

— Kameron Britt 

“I got a puppy! But then my dad 
sold it.” 

— Anonymous 

“When I was little I got a Bratz Doll 
collection.” 

— Daijonne Cosby 

“A jewelry box with my name on it” 
— Iyana Wade

Top 5 Must-Watch 
Holiday Classics
By Amirah Boulware

Winter Break is coming up, and let’s be 
real, most of us will be cozying up on 
the couch trying to watch some good 

movies with bae, friends, or fam while it’s freez-
ing outside. Here are the Top 5 movies to put 
you in the holiday spirit. 

1) Home Alone
Lock your doors and count your kids! This 
is the best holiday comedy of all time. If you 
haven’t seen it, you’re missing out.

2) How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas
I think I’m catching feelings. This heartwarm-
ing story is sure to get you in the Xmas spirit.

3)The Best Man Holiday
Filled with love and sadness, this movie with all 
your favorite actors will have you glued to the 
screen.

4) A Christmas Story
A classic family favorite. Remember, “you’ll 
shoot your eye out, kid!”

5) Grandma Got Run 
Over By A Reindeer
You better hope grandma’s okay. This cute 
Christmas tale shows that no matter how big or 
small you are, you can always be of use when 
someone’s in need.


